IMPERSONAL  ABSOLUTE   MONARCHY

dispense their subjects from their fidelity or obedience5.   The
doctrine of the authority of the pope over the king, laid down in '
an Italian book approved by the General of the Jesuits in 1625,
was condemned by French theologians. The absolute independ-
ence of the king of France in relation to the Holy See remained
the foundation of what were known as the 'liberties of the Gallican
Church', the conclusion deduced from it being that the king alone
had the power to regulate the 'temporal affairs' of the French
clergy - that is, its domains, revenues, and measures for main-
taining order. Up to the Revolution this was the official doctrine
of the Government and of all the Parlements, but it was not ac-
cepted by either the pope or the Jesuits. The bishops avoided any
definite pronouncement, for, as Bossuet observed, they did not
interpret these liberties 'in the same sense as did the courts of law'.
Jansenism has left a lasting memory in the world of literature
because certain famous writers were among those professing it,
but it was only a small sect, consisting mainly of the community
of nuns at Port-Royal, whose convent, after they had been trans-
ferred to Paris, became the retreat of the solitaires of Port-Royal
des Champs, renowned for their austerity. The Jansenist doctrine
of justification by the giace of God and predestination had been
drawn by Jansen, a Belgian bishop, from the works of St. Augus-
tine, who in turn had derived it from St. Paul. It differed little
from that of Calvin and, like Calvinism, had as its logical result
an ascetic system of morality and a strict rule of life. The Jesuits
obtained its condemnation as a heresy by the pope, but Pascal,
having turned Jansenist, made it popular by ridiculing the in-
dulgent morality of the Jesuit casuists. The Jansenists were pro-
tected by the enemies of the Jesuits, and especially by the Gallicans.
The Government tried to remain neutral by forbidding either
side to continue its polemics.

JTHE REVIVAL OF CATHOLICISM

Neither political Gallicanism nor theological Jansenism made
any headway among the mass of the people; the religious sentiment
of the faithful was revived by more popular methods. The struggle
against the Calvinists had led the clergy to send priests out on
missions to preach even in the remotest country districts. The
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